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Kathryn Z. Johnston      Reading Revelation Without Fear Revelation 5:11-14 
May 8, 2022 Worthy is the Lamb Isaiah 61:1-3 
 
Isaiah 61:1-3 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in 
Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the 
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the 
planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 
Revelation 5:11-14 
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” Then I heard 
every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in 
them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 
glory and might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders 
fell down and worshiped. 
 
The stories of God for the people of God… thanks be to God. 
 
Certain questions in life we ask repeatedly: 

• How are you? 

• What’s for dinner? 

• Did we get any mail? 
 
Revelation 5 helps us answer: 

• Who is Jesus? 
 
We’ve seen this question asked before, although it came in a slightly  more rustic setting 
of Jesus hanging out with his disciples. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all have it. Here is 
Luke’s version: 

Once when Jesus was praying alone, with only the disciples near him, he asked them, 
“Who do the crowds say that I am?” They answered, “John the Baptist; but others, 
Elijah; and still others, that one of the ancient prophets has arisen.”  
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered, “The Messiah of 
God.” He sternly ordered and commanded them not to tell anyone, saying, “The Son 
of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
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Jesus wasn’t  kidding about the whole death and resurrection thing either. That 
happened. And now this letter to the churches that we call Revelation was written about 
60 years  after that. 
 
Roman Emperors were not supportive of their citizens worshiping a God other than their 
gods, which included the emperors. Followers of “The Way” as it was called, were 
persecuted for committing the crime of Atheism (refusing to worship the emperor as a 
god). Emperor Nero was known for punishing Christians for treason by tying them to 
poles and lighting them on fire at night to light the pathways and be examples to their 
fellow citizens. 
 
The author of the Book of Revelation, John, has been exiled to the island of Patmos and 
our best guess is that what he wrote was to encourage the surrounding Christian 
communities to remain steadfast in their faith, to continue in their worship of Christ 
alone, and assure them of their ultimate redemption. 
 
It is an encouragement that is needed because the Christian faith will not fall into favor 
with the Roman Empire until the year 313 under Emperor Constantine. And honestly, 
lining up with Empire is probably the worst thing religion can do. 
 
But… that’s over 200 years away from this writing. 
 
This section of Revelation actually begins a chapter earlier than what I read. After the 7 
letters to the 7 churches, Revelation shifts to the spectacle of what heaven might look 
like. 
 
Now remember, John is writing to inspire an oppressed and persecuted people to 
continue to have faith in the One who they worship who is the reason why they are 
oppressed and persecuted. 
 
John shares a vision that centers on God’s throne and on praise to God. And of course it is 
going to be a magnificent throne. Throughout Rome there were statues of emperors 
sitting on thrones. When people were brought in front of the emperors, they were 
brought into their throne room. We still use the imagery of thrones to represent power 
and importance – think about the Lincoln Memorial. 
 
SO John goes for it with his description: 

• Around the throne is a rainbow that looks like an emerald (4:3). 

• Around that throne are 24 more thrones with 24 elders (1 for each tribe of Israel 
and the 12 apostles perhaps?) dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on their 
heads (4:4). 

• Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning and peals of thunder (4:5). 

• In front of the throne burn 7 flaming torches… and a sea of glass, like crystal (4:5). 
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• There are creatures around the throne singing: “Holy, holy, holy the Lord God the 
almighty, who was and is and is to come (4:8). 

• And the 24 elders sing: You are worthy, our Lord our God, to receive glory and honor 
and power for you created all things and by your will they existed and were created 
(4:11). 

 
Remember in the Gospel of Luke passage that I read just a little while back when Jesus 
sternly ordered and commanded the disciples not to tell anyone? 
 
This is the opposite of that. 
Through his writing, John is trying to engage ALL of the sense of his readers – the imagery 
he describes is bright and flashing and thunderous and the singing is LOUD – and there 
are bowls of incense. 
 
Then in the beginning of Chapter 5, John sees a scroll sealed with 7 seals. No one is found 
who is worthy to open up the scroll and John is distraught. He describes himself as 
weeping bitterly because if no one can open up the scroll then God’s plan for defeat of evil 
and the full coming of God’s reign won’t happen. 
 
But one of the elders tells John: Do not weep. See the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of 
David, has conquered, so that he can open the scrolls and its seven seals (5:6). 
 
There’s a lot of flash and noise going on in this passage – it can be distracting – but you 
heard it, didn’t you? 
Do not weep. See the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has conquered, so that he 
can open the scrolls and its seven seals. 
 
The tribe of Judah. 
The root of David, has conquered. 
 
This passage isn’t some sort of pointer to the end of times. This isn’t a puzzle for us to put 
together to figure out what signs to look for. This isn’t a description of the eschaton. 
 
This is a description of what already happened! 
 
Jesus already showed us God’s plan for the defeat of evil. He was and is God’s plan for the 
defeat of evil. He did it already. 
 
The Book of Revelation is just giving us the Broadway version! It’s a hype machine to keep 
a persecuted people going. Think about the way an NBA game or the Super Bowl or a 
major boxing match starts with the lights and the loud announcer and the visual effects. 
“Now in this corner…. Sitting on his throne… the one… the only… JESUS CHRIST!” 
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The real stunner, as John describes it, is that it wasn’t a lion who was on the throne, it was 
“a Lamb (capital ‘L’) standing as if it had been slaughtered…. He went and took the scroll 
(5:8). Had been slaughtered – already happened, past tense. Admittedly it sounds horrible, 
but that’s what happened – and now the Lamb is standing. 
 
And then the joint really gets jumping: 
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” Then I heard 
every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in 
them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 
glory and might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders 
fell down and worshiped. 
 
And then in the very next chapter and verse: 
Then I saw the Lamb open one of the 7 seals… 
 
And the rest of the seals get opened up from there with more and more fanfare that does 
not disappoint. 
 
The Book of Revelation needs us to KNOW that no matter how hard this earthly kingdom 
gets – the decisive victory has already been won! 
 
We are still in the season of Easter. 
The future triumph is already present in heaven. 
What is left for us to do is join in the worship. 
 
Our job? 
Is to lift our praises to the Lamb. 
 
Praise for what Jesus has done for us! 
And praise to the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 
glory and might forever and ever! 
 
Crown him with many crowns… the Lamb upon the throne… 
 
In the name of the Creator and the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


